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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska 
 Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
 Alaska Marine Highway System 
 

TO: All Vessel Crew Members DATE: December 29, 2014 
   
  TELEPHONE NO: 907-228-7254 
  FAX NUMBER: 907-228-6872 
   

FROM: Amy Wilson 
Training Coordinator 
amy.wilson@alaska.gov   

SUBJECT: New STCW Requirements 
for Medical Certificates  

 
The purpose of this memo is to advise AMHS Mariners of the new requirement to hold a 
current U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Medical Certificate.  Medical Certificates are valid 
through the STCW date indicated on the certificate only, i.e., a period of two (2) years.  
While there is a National Expiration Date indicated on the certificate, AMHS will consider 
only the STCW Expiration Date.    
 
In order to qualify for the medical certificate with the STCW Expiration Date, Mariners 
must have the STCW Endorsement Page in their Merchant Mariner Credential (MMC).  
In turn, Mariners must have a valid Medical Certificate to obtain/maintain STCW 
endorsements and ratings (indicated on the STCW Page(s) of the MMC).  AMHS 
Mariners are required to send in a copy of their current Medical Certificate to the AMHS 
Training Department for entry to their Dispatch/Training records.   
 
Introduction U.S. Coast Guard Medical Certificates: The Medical Certificate is a 
separate document that you must carry with your MMC.  Mariners holding STCW 
Endorsements to their MMC should have received a Medical Certificate in April of 2014.  
Mariners who have not received a Medical Certificate need to apply for one.  The USCG 
does not charge for the Medical Certificate application.   
 
As per USCG NVIC 01-14 – Jan. 2014 “Once it is issued, mariners are required to carry 
a valid Medical Certificate in order to sail under the authority of their MMC 46 CFR 
15.401 (d)”. 
 
Medical Certificate and STCW Explained:  The Medical Certificate is a new 
document that serves as proof to the USCG that a mariner meets required regulatory 
medical and physical standards.  The Medical Certificate is part of the 2010 
Amendments to the STCW Convention and U.S. regulations.  
 
As per USCG NVIC 01-14 – Jan. 2014 “A mariner may not serve under the authority of 
their STCW endorsement without holding a valid medical certificate 46 CFR 15.401 (c) 
(1)”. NVIC 01-14 17 Jan 2014.   
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Medical Certificate Application Process:  To apply for the free Medical Certificate, 
submit the CG-719K Physical Examination Form (officers and ratings above 
Lifeboatman) or CG-719K/E Entry-Level Physical (entry level mariners – 
Steward/Wiper/OS with Lifeboatman) to your local USCG Regional Exam Center (REC).   
 
Keeping Medical Certificates Current with STCW:   The Medical Certificate is valid 
for two (2) years; look for the STCW Expiration Date shown on the certificate under the 
Seafarer Name and Gender (See Figure 1).   
 
The USCG Medical Certificate’s STCW Expiration Date is tracked by AMHS in each Crew 
Member’s Dispatch/Training records.  AMHS complies with STCW regulation.  In order 
to maintain Crew Members’ STCW endorsements; e.g. Basic (Safety) Training, 
Proficiency in Survival Craft, etc. the Medical Certificate must be kept current.   
Therefore, physicals must be submitted to your local USCG REC approximately 
every two (2) years to maintain currency. 
 

Figure 1 – Medical Certificate 
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Medical Certificates: The Medical Certificate folds in half.  It is to be placed in the 
plastic sleeve located in the back of the MMC.  It is not to be taped, glued, laminated, 
peeled, or detached.   
 
USCG National Maritime Center (NMC) Information:  Information about the 
Medical Certificates including links to the CG 719 K or 719 KE Forms is posted on the 
USCG NMC website http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/medical/medical_cert.asp  (See Figure 2 
below). 
 
 

Figure 2 – USCG National Maritime Center (NMC) Medical Certificate  
 
                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary: Medical Certificates must be kept with the Merchant Mariners Credential 
(MMC).  Medical Certificates are valid for the two years; refer to the STCW expiration 
date on the certificate.   
 
AMHS Mariners must have a current Medical Certificate on file at the AMHS Ketchikan 
Central Office (KCO) to ensure eligibility for dispatches to all vessels.   Submit copies of 
valid Medical Certificates to the AMHS Training Department. 
 
  
 
 
 


