
* AMHS POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
– STCW SECURITY ENDORSEMENTS –

New Hire Orientation

All AMHS Mariners complete 
security training

 Security 001 is presented at New 
Hire Orientation 



* AMHS POWERPOINT PRESENTATION 
– STCW SECURITY ENDORSEMENTS –

New Hire Orientation
 AMHS Mariners document completion of 

security training by applying for free STCW 
Endorsement(s) to their MMC 
 All AMHS Mariners must posses a 

current USCG Merchant Mariner 
Credential (MMC)

 AMHS follows USCG National and 
International requirements

 International requirements are STCW or 
Standards of Training Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers (2010 
Manila Amendments)

 All AMHS Mariners at a minimum must 
possess the STCW Endorsement 
“Security Awareness” 



MMC STCW Endorsement “Security Awareness”
New Hire Orientation  

 The STCW Security Awareness 
Endorsement is required for all 
AMHS crew members!
 Apply for the free STCW 

Endorsements Security 
Awareness – and Basic 
(Safety) Training 

 “All AMHS Mariners 
“work…under their STCW 
Endorsement…”



– STCW SECURITY ENDORSEMENTS –
New Hire Orientation



*Security Awareness Application Process

2

* Write in: Applying 
for STCW "BASIC 
TRAINING" AND 

"SECURITY  
AWARENESS”  

1



*Security Awareness Application Process



*Merchant Mariner 
Credential (MMC) Entry 

Level Endorsements
 MMC with the National Endorsements for 

O/S, Wiper, Steward (FH) 
 Page 4 of MMC - typically, all new 

Mariners obtain this 

 This Mariner received USCG labels for 
Security Awareness and Basic Training  
 The labels were pasted into pages 5 

and 6

STCW Regulations 
indicated by Roman

NumeralsSTCW 
Regulations 

Written  Here

Original Entry Level MMC 
National Endorsements 

Labels to Entry Level MMC –
labels are numbered.  Paste into 

pages of MMC



*STCW Endorsements  and Documentation with AMHS



AMHS POWERPOINT 
PRESENTATION 

– STCW SECURITY Awareness 
& Basic Safety Training 

ENDORSMENTS
FINISH
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Additional Information about STCW Security Endorsements

The STCW security 
training requirements 
were developed as a 
progression where:

Vessel Security Officer 
(VSO) is the highest level

Vessel Personnel with 
Designated Security Duties 
(VPDSD) is mid-level

“Security Awareness” is the 
lowest level of training



Hierarchy of STCW Security Endorsements

VSO 
VI/5

VPDSD 
VI/6-2

Security 
Awareness VI/6

VESSEL SECURITY OFFICER 
(VSO)

Chief Mate/Master 

VESSEL PERSONNEL WITH 
DESIGNATED SECURITY DUTIES 

(VPDSD)
*Deck Department & Pursers

 Security Awareness 
(SA)  

All Crew



*Who Are the AMHS Personnel with 
Designated Security Duties?

On AMHS vessels, the STCW 
VPDSD Endorsement is 
required for the following 
positions:
 Deck Officers

 Able Seaman (AB) 

 AB Bosun

 Chief Purser

 FVF Passenger Services 

Worker in Charge (PSWIC)



*STCW VPDSD ENDORSEMENT OVERVIEW

 USCG Policy Letter 

No. 12-06 explains 

the requirements 

mariners must meet 

to qualify for the 

VPDSD Endorsement 

 Qualifying AMHS 

Mariners may request 

a VPDSD letter from 

the AMHS Training 

Department 



STCW VESSEL SECURITY OFFICER (VSO)

 Master of vessel is the 
VSO per the Vessel 
Security Plan (VSP) 

 Normally, on an AMHS 
vessel, the Chiefmate 
functions as VSO

 As the VSO, the master 
may designate another 
deck officer as VSO

 Most AMHS Deck 
Officers have the STCW 
VSO Endorsement



AMHS POWERPOINT 
PRESENTATION 

STCW ENDORSEMENTS
FINISH

For more information, go to the AMHS Operations Internal Resources

website – The link is posted on the AMHS Learning Portal -

Available Spring 2015  

Revised 3/10/2015 Amy Wilson, AMHS Training Specialist 
amy.wilson@alaska.gov 907-228-7254 


